


SCOTTISHE No © is pruduced for the December 1955 malling of The
Off-Trauil Maguzine Publishers Association by

Ethel Lindsay,
126 #est Regent St.,
Glasgow. Scotland.

The front cover 1s vaken from a urawing by Michael Luggen, of Sydney
Australic, to chow meny thunks. B !

Thanks are wlso due tu Ron Bennet and Cecil who kindly supplied soue
nuterial.

Ths igea for The dpidemic cume to me muny months wgo, I wrote it out
and then got stuck for & ceuse and cure. So I sent it off to Erie
Needham «sking his advice., Back cauwe ideas galore. I wrote it out

once again, took a 'scunner? at it ang left it lying rfor ages, then

I bleww the dust off it and wrote it ocut for a third time. I aw no
longer quite sure which 1s mine und which Eric's, though I can proclainm
with confiaence that the worst of the insuits wers his ., To be feir I
should add that he did not spure himsslf either., So I think it &s quite
correct to say that we wrote it in collaboration, and I thank nim very
mueh indsed. - -

As usual [ piead guilty to ail the rest..... .




EPIDERMLE /

o e AT ”'W:‘
T S SO e

e~
. gt

The first neas of the epldenmic cawe tov me through a phune call irom

Dr. Paul Hammet. MEthel," he said breathlessly, "a terribie new
gpidemic has struck fandom, a seriovus form of Qafia- it is called
Gaflaenteritus! You aust come guicklyl need help badly'", nGhod" I
breathed. '"Yes, he got it first", said Paul, "naturally everything
starts in Ireland", He went on to tell me that all Irish iandom were
prostrate, and due to tne kindness of the American fans they were being
flown ober to Britain by the U.S, Air Force for special treatment.

The symptoms of this dread disease were slow in being recugnised,
as.at first it appeared like an ordinary attack of Gafia, willis hed
first of &ll complained of feeling tired and not up tocanswering all
those aemned letters. Then he announced he thought he would skip that
mailing and wait until the next time- or the next. He wouldn't cut any
stencils and he tuyrned faint at the sight of the duplicator. ‘When
Maaelaine went to use the typewriter, he compaained that the noise gave
his & headauche. 8o, like any sensibis wife, she gave nim ¥wo aspirins,
and put him to bea with a hot water bottle, expecting a rapid cure.
Inagine ths consternution when the next day he appeared worse, he would
ROt read his letters, and when the usual pile of fanzines arrived, he
suggested a novel use for them. Anxiety grew when he turned away from
als dally egoboo, but .hen the hallucinations ceme and hs started to:
chase an invisable Lhuck Harris, they cublad for ~ Dp. Psul Hammet..

Sy the time Paul srrived the other meubers were aftected. The girls
were In teaps &s they hua spent the lust hour trying to persuade James
#hlte to come down frow the roof. He maintained that kobert Bloch was
chusing him with & hatchet. Bob Shew meanwhiie was busily pounding the
duplicator to pisces, the poor fellow was under the impression thht it
was & Bem. Paul s& that the situation wsus out of hand, and thut thky
nould hive 10 be trensferred to o pore sultable pluce for nursing, &o
gotting to work he popped thew all into stedt juckets.

ieenwhiie I was thoughtiully looking at the poison cupbourd andg
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trying to Buess what would be needed, Into my bag I put - korphine,
Hydrocyanic Acid, Nux Vomica, Accolade, Sulphonomiuve, the iasserman
Test, two enema tubes, 6prs., artery forceps, two mouth gags, = syrdnges
some RBIG needles, a tube of ink, a stomach pump, a stylus, ana just to
be on the safe side, zlb. jelly beans, Berore [ was finisihed, Bric was
at the door. "Hurry, hurry," he panted, "it is spreading all the tiue,
now Harry has got i%ﬁ. rdarry Turner?" I sald increaulously. 'Thats
right", he replisd, “.arion is nearly frantic, he is sitting reading -+,
Sclence Fiction, and says he is Jjet horgan and whenever I wention !'Now
& Then'! he hits me with a zap gun'". I got on the back ot the bike, it
wes & terrifying ride, we flew through the black night.

I was taken to Guy's Hospital where the patron interviewed me first
"Your friends have been placea in the new Psychiatric ivard, we have
taken thew in as a special favour to Dr Hummet, though personally I
think they would all be much more fittingly placed in Broadwmoor, but I
regret that I caznnot spars any staff, I hope this does not get you
strack ofi the registar', she finished dubiously.

On entering the ward what a sight met my eyes ~ all Irish and a
third of HEngliish Fanaom in straitjackets] In tne centre of the ward,
wearing a harassed look anc his cigarrette holuer was the Lr. (Have
you brought the supplies?" he cried. I opened my bag and he pounced on
the jelly besans (a good nurse cun always gusss wnat the Dr wants) and
went round the ward aistributing them. "Now Sister"™ he said briskly,
"Yes Dr? I repliea automatically, "I shall take gou round thein first
then we can get started on the trecatment®. So rowid we went, I ths
regulation half a step behind, hands beshind back, ingratiating eXPress—
ion, I was well trained,

In the first bad was walt, the most ill having been the first to be
stricken, a tearful uadslaine watchea niw writhing in a frenazy. Do
pursed his lips and studicu the patisnt in silence, vwhile valt burbled
about disenchantzent with duplicators. Mhat do you think,Dr?" asked
idadelaine, "Trans-orbital leucotonmy, possibly”, said Lr thoughtfully.
"Supposing it gails" asked ladelaina fearfully. "He'll be a mindleSs

wreck the eest of his lif'e', "0h wonderful? she cried, " then if it
is & success, he will be back to normal, znd if XAXKXX XXX KXAXK XXX X RKKKX
it is a failure, he will be back to normall" X e
_ - . | i % &}
In the next bed was Terry Jeeves raving X —~ T
"Down with Bheer®, in a2 munbling voice, "Completex

inversion oI values', said Dr. There was Ken X
Slater singing 'Back to the Army zgain', and a2t
Dave Cohen singing t'Peace,Periect Peacea!, L3 X
Nigel Lindsay wes also singing 'Cigarsets and X
Vhuskey, and Wild,vild wikwin', the noise from x
that parcicular corner was deafening., The next x
two beds held H,J.C. monotonously moaning 'God x7
X
X
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Bless Iveryone!, anda Achee screzming that he was
been pitten by a fish. I then saw Daphne, lock-
very pale as she listencd to the torrent of vile
languuge which poneéd&rom Ron Buckazster. iaAh!
reversion to tne primitivev, said Lr. happily.
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At this point & horribie clattering filled the air, it was Erie on
his motorbike, with un gnpleasent-looking electricul contraption on the
back. "I've brought wy electrotherupy unit,” he yelred, MHill 1t be 5F
eny use?", "lake that thing away?", cried Cr Hammet, sith hig nost
professiomal fromm. "IL gou want tu be of any use, guet busy on tne
windows snd purtitions! The laumpshaass toolnt

now Sisterm, sazid Lr obriskiy, "ve must gbart the treatment”, But
Dr" I protested, "we cannot munage aloneg, we must nave heip'. u¥Yus) he
replisd, M"und the femmefans are going to Go that, you had pgtter glve
tnem sume instructioms”. So I gathered them together und Inspected
thew, “Nos girls," I saia, "chere &re & iew baslic princlipals you
Just keep in wina. The Dr is always right, @s long as he doés whatl the
eister aavises, ALxsys stana up when the Matron comes in, alwvays have
the Kettle buoiiing for tew. Never git aown Oon a patlients bed, thats
gsking for troubie. Always give Mag. Sulph. fiest thing in the morning
wafore they are properiy awakxs, wnd when in doupt gave Phenobarbiltone.
Any Questlions?t. francss said< NI am not used to biovd.” MNow, nowV
T udmonishea, (ovne wust be fien) "this will probably be @ bicody envugh
mess before the end., rsrances gliggled, Sgt Joan sported, Joy clicked
ner tongue, dewelaine biusheq, and Pameia saic dreuaily, "1 kno= all
gshout pursing, I've seen &il the LR Kilgure pictupes", the remaining
fémmefans brightenca up at this, and Mari.n adued, "I have nes saple
¢xperience with cuts ana bruises!.

Gethering them firmly together, and teiling them to put their c¢ups
on straight I ushered thea forward. "I will show you the slulces where
the bedpesns are rlushed out", I said. VMBEDPANSIM™ came the horrified
chorus. "And sputum augs™ I said sternly. UBut you....youdle used to
itn, came the cry. M"Itus peneath the dignity of & Sister, sort it Jut
gmong yourselvest, I set then first to washing the patients faces and
bade Sgt Juan do the shaving, she made a good nurse, firm ana a thorough
worker. I heard later -she bad & terrible time with H.J.C. though.

Or Huunmet wented ny assistance then to his drasing off tlood samples
He then tested them for - the “Zasserman Test, the Mantoux test, whilte
end req cell counts, diabetes,chicken poX, Bulbul fever, Rubles, then
Dipplococei, Streptococci, and svery otner ¢occl imaginuple, but ne
could not find the cause., Ve were in despair. Weanvhile we kept the
patients uniy Just alive by jhriy. injections of Nux Vomica, and two
Jellybeans &hrliy.

puzzled, Dr looked down on a silent alt Gillings. 1The symtons IE
gre of tutul Loss oF Life. Recommenced treatment, heat therapy by
cremetion." Tnen leaning over the lanky length of Ted Tubb, he muttered
tgpltz~Fulmen test positive, marked alcoholiswm, palpable hecart-throb
over blondes. Jne hamumer toe. Ossification of the intellect, iuch the
seme as the rest, nouthing unusual, and yet...." he shook his head.
Moving up he came to Harry Turner, Marion wus hovering nearbye. "So he
is heee too", I stid. "Hls body is" she replied. "All the way from
Romlly he's been raving aboult the Manchester Interplanetary Society and
rockets." ‘M"ipisdsauwaahhhnh," brecthed Dr Hamwmet, with a gleus in his
gye. PBut no,.it is earliy to wake a gescision yet!”., Once more he wrote
in his notebook., MAlL my trouble to get the rirst British S.F., &g
going..." wosned Walt Giliings suadenly coaing to life, "ind now nobddy
ceres.Nobody..." There was an excited look in Drs eye ot thls. UHeve
you a theory Dr?" I asksd., M"Yes, but it is still only vegueh
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Just then I had to go. td the rescus of Sanirley. Xen Bulmer was trying
Lo strengie her, and shouting "LCown with blondes! Tne trouble with
fenaom is ferales!” Ving was calling "Hear,hear", and Lr seecied to
findé this ap.iasr cius.

LS evening fell Lr and 1 sat before a ciazing fire. "Have a Jedily~
pean?" [ zs«ed, noting with sowme councern the tirea 1look on hiesface,
"N. thans you" he replisa,absent-winaecsy stirring nis tesa with the end
of his stethuoscope, dresawily staring into Lhe fire, WHave you &ny ilaesas
&8 to the nature of the outbreax?” I questionea., He sighea gently., "ail
ny notes prove only one thing. ALl my patients are J0ocia fagans, full
0" the cares wnG worries cr warried J1irs, sick of present dey £andos.
I think they want to return to thuse days when they were carefrez, and
read S.F, eagerly. In fuct, it ssems tnat with approaching old age,
taey are not cntering a second coilahood, but a second agolescence." He
gazea weurliy into the fire. "ihe prognosis is uncertain, and tRe cure
uwnknovm', .. ... ... JMBISCUAC,LY Y i vae. ., MSOmRbImes T too wish I could
getuwayIromitall. . ." he runbled. "Oh, to get back to thosedays of
Auuzing Stories una ‘onder Stories and getawuyrromalithis, ..

I sprang tu my feet, "LOCTOR!"™ I saréeked. "You're Getting It Tool"
He began tu.siip Yo the floor. "Crud", he ssgid fuintly. "Crud in hriy
acses. Oraiily, visvalily, intavenously, in increasing doses until =
recction sets in...crua...crua...cruc™ he babbied "Thrilling wonder,
Astounaing, Vurgo Statten...arrgahh..." then he collapsad,

Almost wt my wits end, I got him to bed. Then with the aid of the
women [ starcted the treatuent he had suggested. we cooked S.F. gruel
in hugh autocloves, and red it to then Xarly., Gave them intravenous
Vergo Statten in & continuous drip, and had a louwasposker rouaring out
‘Toip.inetary"., Ths lwprovemsht was wauglcal, and &s ewcil one became
stronger, they wers removed to padaed cellis where we naed turned Eric
loose. He had fixed up empiilisrs, and roar projectors hung rrom the
celiing puinting to eavin wali. Slaultaneously they I'lushed onto the
wulls the noary ousd t'iketrppolis!, 'The csbinet o1 Lr Caligarit, *[iash
Goraon' and 'Yar of the JWorlds!', The amplitiers thunaered outthne fila
tracks. "lovely", saig Eric, "I could sit here all aay."

Tais Last phase produced a rapid return to sanity, but when the day
ol dismissal cawe I Looked uponl & scaly chastenea bunch of fans.....
"Thank you, Eister” tnsy chorusea, "Never again wil. we forget our
beginnings", "rrow nov on™  sala #falt to Michuel, %Yours shall be the
only ranzired e wili Keep the womnen in their place tool he replied.
"Thats right" szia Hurry to we "no more letterwriting? nmnicil!" said
darion tartiy, "Teil that to Lriecn, "inda Archie" I said, No more
funny pastoardsit,

I watcned thes lovughtiully as they sil trooped out, well I thought
my mail will be very flat now, out. I should be able to cure my writers
craop at last. I coald not see Lric smong thew, but discoverad he had
deciced to wuxe his permsnent ubode &-the puadea cell.




OFF TO ANTWLARP BY _HON BENNKT,

Someone had Locked me in rocketship that was due to take & one-
duy trip tp the woun. Hs leered horribly as he det the air-idck door
oaze close for the last time., "ihen this ship rezches Luna," he haa
growleda, it will bao¥ haif tne globe into frugaments of green cheeses—
gna you along with it." He laughed Borribiy, like Chuck Harris writing
to arcnie Mercer. I heara the bell ring as it sutoumstioslly wLrned
snvone stunding nesr the ship that we sere blasting off. 1hen there
wes & TowrPing in ay hewd. Oravity pulled at me anu tore at my boay.

A great weight presse. me QaoOwh. T fought against it., T struggied for
bresth, I tore & huna frée cnd reuwched out....

7 opene: my eyes. Cecll was sitting on the bea - and un me for
that metter. 1t #as time to get up. I put on wy glusses and lLooked &t
the time. 8.3J. Then at the aste - Tucsaay, 2¢th July. This was the
asy - the day I was going to Antaerp tor the Twerplon.

T hurridly dressea wnc packea. I was out of the house - Ronhilil in
those days - &ha on wy wuy lor «bout ten. Part of the way to the Greut
North Roza, where I huped tu get a 1ift duwn to London, [ walkea &nd
part of the wey I roae Lecll. This cun become confusing in itself for
he sometimes wctually Iorguts to stop at traffic lignts, though in his

favour 1 .ust suy that he never exceeas the ppeed Llwit,

yle rewchea the Great North Roau :t the junction of the Leeds-Seiby
Roud. &t the Buobt and Shoe Inn. Here we held & coni'erence. It wos
iittle use, evidentiy, tu trovel uid the way riding Cecil. I wgnted to
get into _onuwon by nightfull una alter sil, I'a given uyselt onuy 4
anys to get wcross to Antaer'p.

T hitcheu the tirst .orry thal pusseu. € were in idmck. Cecll
climbeu in thelbagklbna I got in the cab next to the. driver. Loud
trunpeting trom Cecii tolu me that the lorry was carrying something
speciszi Jn board. It turnca oub tnet Bill, who wus the lorry driver,
wes cirting o 1o of dupiicators. I ws in my cirement. I told him
gbout wmy inlrest in his iouu. Lt turnea out that he read Eclence
Fiction. He iskeu Tew Tubb anu John Brunnes, but rerely sew wny U.S.
mugozines. We taikew aboul different writers anc airserent sturies. I
told him about Funaom sna iwnzines. He wus intrizueu., 1 told him
cpout ALPHA anw [ tole him ¢ 2as heuuwing Ior the TwerpCon.

vantwernp "  he askeu. MIoutre heuuin, [or Antwerp?”

"That's right,® [ swig, "1 hope toO get to London for tonight

an(l...“

- nyoute betbter get out here then,” he suiu. "y next stop's Gute-
ghead. You've hitched North instezac of SouthiM

But T pot there 1n the ena.
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Comes another malling, snd JxPA is & year olid. Personally I find &t

dovmright dismaying the way the years wizz by these days. archie has
already handeu vut the medals, leaving me to add RaylEsgy, and td add
a special Beottish medal (made off invisabie paper) far his own reg-

udarity, levity, and laugheble contributions.

But to work:}

off T'rails; frchie gercer:Spent all of two minutes perusing this with
& puzz'lec cxpression. Plity 1v dian't come out on April Ist. I would
nave been well 'had'. Sniggerea plenty ocver the addresses, you did not
ulss & trick. The best bit thu was the Treasurers report.
Archive:5:Archie Mercer:Any election that you are organising suke ought
t> be exciting. I wish you would not call me so loud, nearly spit my
gardruzs, ‘Yeld alright, so you are tali, but I expected you to be thin
&na tell, which would have aade you look tasder - see? I wish you aould
stop expecting me to be ilogical, and I think I ought to wern you thut

I make mistexes, blocmers, [auux pas, und put my foot in IT all the
time...mwy Life is very hectic. Though you did not pick up the deliber-
ete mistake to tewuse you in the last 5. I had thought of & lovely
comebuck, but it is no use finding it now, &s I have fompgdtten the
comeback,, .Bow 18 your blood pressure? 4ish 1 could comment on your
music notes, but when it comes to musie¢ I huve the sense to Keep very
guiet, don't know enut’ zbout thé subject.

Zymic:6:Vind Ciarke:iathematics) Another subject I pass hurridly by. It
1 a good job there are other members of my sex in JMP4, If they were
all judged by wy amount of brains - lorl

The Iesser Flea:2:Joy Goodwin: Personally I think you were just marveil-
ous with that 60 puge effort, no wonder the flea 1s so leseernthis time.
escennine;I:liike Wallace:Sumpin about thét name I don't like. The red
init is cheerfui thoe and I feel very sympathetie about your adventurz in
Gestetner, I bought & wheelpen there once and had the swme experiaence,
Merph:o:John Koles: hslasl! no smell to report, too bad. Like the way you
keep your covers original. For snyone intrested in the Indlan culture,
I would recommrend 'Richer by Asisa! by wmdmund Taylior. You would find it
rearding reading.

Bnooze:4:Geofl Wingrove:Clever cover. I hava't figured out what the
wedcoms mat means.

Logo:1:Don allan:ill the illos were exceptionally good, take a bow Lon.
Sorry to hear the Aray is collaring you, but hope you will still be
wble to carry on in JuPA. Arter all if Qopsla comes out of the U,S.
fjarinese-—,

Bilcyn:3:Ken Siater:Y¥our mentisn of the Bookseller reminds me, that the
new mag 'Buoks and Bovkaen'! 1s pretty good reading. %Wish I could accept
that invite, & very nice gesture.

Fermannisa:Anne Steul: T aw looking forward to the time when you tell s
about Gernan fandom. Liked the picture o the iion ana it is very goud
to have you with us. About the oniy helpful remark on your 'Bouche!
article, i to teii you that ali Scotsmen get called Sandy...

Through Darkest Beigium: Bennet-Vendlemszns: Much more legibie and sane




course there were & few puns that struck a sour note!

Satans Child ;T:Corothy Rattigan: Honestly, I thought your husbund looked
such a nice quiet guy. Whev! The oniy way I could finish the 'Open Loor
is to have the nmen vanish, and I wouldntt explain & thing., LCegad ceértain
T know »ho Anoneamia is, I itiked it too, thought it the best itea,
Needle :5:Fred Smith:Liked Brian's heading very much. Your remarks on
whits Intiit--now dear Uncle Fred, I am fully prepared to explain Ecots
gxpressions to anyoae Intrested, but I araw the line, C'm daunea if I
+will explain thew tv a Scotsmant

CPogrog:&adohn Srupngr: No+4 I know what you are like. OShant give you
Tawsy tho. Glad to see ;ou are stiil keeping up the reviews

yNoise Level:4:John Brumner: Of course I o not know how much of the
German poew was 108t in translation, but I thought it wasutiful.

Now & Thend:Harry Turner:; For paulkemes! hint, thanx very much, I can
recommend it as weli «s iny other method I have triea. Berrys story
tekas the prize. Nice 10 see & L2tler section now. I think you ought
to give Eric & tonic (JLrll look into the polison cupboard to see what T
cul suggest) he seems to be rambiing 2 littlie more than ususl here.
Ret:l:paul Ashsorth:Cover excelizntly done, I perticulurly appreciated
bhe telk on foreigners, giaa to know that I muy even be AlL Right., It
was realiy wesl curriga out and Very rfunny. Congrats to Shelils for the
tale of waicolm (so thats what Mal mesns!) Best letter } Dave "oods.
Leer:Chas. Lee HRiddle: I say it with = sigh of envy - how peat! That
was a fascinating article about Kirk islizan. Your:zine promises to be

& top mamber of JMPA.

How:5:Paul Enever: It takes patience to watch an ant, but your patience
was rewarded with a goua article. 1 beg to report that Sauchichall St.
is infestea vita Stariings. At dp.wm. nightly they burst into chatter so
loud it drowns the traffie. Is this significant?

Archie Between jieais:l:ircnie ifercer: In answer to your desperate plea,
I nhoia tne first part of ths Lidwives Certificate, but what do you want
& nidwlfie for? I bar anything iilegal....SO noy your reviews cone
separately. I beirieve you wiil kesp it up though. I know my own are
very pecestrian, but if so few others are going to de them regularily,
they amuy get to be pearis of great price just through the luck of much
coppetion., He Huu..

POOSI SOOI ND 408000050000 500 8050600000000 0000050000:0.000060800090000600680004¢

Till soumething eisc walts in, we will huve Some gossip..

I had & visit froo an Jxford fan, ome Harry Baecker, who told me of a
visit he puid Lo u meeting of 'Scientology! Seews when Harry delicately
brought up the subject of L.&on dubbards stay in a wental home, he was
silenced (al lewst he coulid mov think of a coleback) by the rejoinder
miell, they cruciriecu Christ dianr't they?v.,

I was watching one night T.V. shos the authors of the radio serlal 'The

frchers! explain away their dustardly behaviour in killing off one of

their characters. oune of thew defended his action (secms thkre had bee

been lots of complaints) on the grounds that Shakespear had killed sosme

of his. I wish it haa been colour T.V. then I would have known if he
~blushed when he said it..

*Have been to see and €njoy the 'Seven Year Itch', a filw in which

7 Mariiyn Monroe proviced ne with the perfect quote to add to the musical
aiscussion among Umpans. The nero has just explained to her thet the
record that he has playing, is & eiessical one. "es she replies "1
guessed it. #as classical, c¢os it's got no vocal."...



Two more post-meilings have now arrived,.

Treasurers KReport;Chuck Harris: There is an insurance office next aoor.
Lately they have acquirea a new branch mansger culled Lindsay. We both
seem to be the typw who tear open anything marked Lindsay without look-
ing too cliosely, ror we are forever returning opened letters to onecno-
ther with profuse apologlies. Your report was the latest to arrive to e
in this manner. I do hope he eead it, I am sure your detightful treat-
ment of what is asuslyy very boring matter woula have brightened up his
whole day.

Steam:Vol.2 No. I:H.Ken Bulmer: It was nice of you to take time to think
of us, and we sure were glaa to heur you had fallen into such Kindly
fannish hands.

4> n g e
.

I am tttingithishsBencdivwensthe LadoefiNevy 4 must getoddve wholsithing o3
finishea off soun. Because now [ have to start packing the accumulstio
of 8yrs. Yu5, I am shifting from Glasgow. I have obtalned a post in
London, in soorfields Hospitul there. It is in & sense, promotion fobo
me, I am iovking forward to it, but oh! the upheaval of 'flitting:....

8o if eany more post-muilings appeur I'm ofraid I will have to comment

on them in the next nailing.

Meanwhile any madil should be sént to me here till the New Yewur, I start
in London on Jun. 2ng 'o©5. So after the New Year all meil, money, biil
proposals etc, should be sent to-- ‘
STUART HOUEE,
161 CROMWAELL RJAD,
KENSINCTON,
LONLIN.S.W.5.

PR

The above is the home where the night-staff stay, formly & hotel, now
taken over By th% Eogpi&alc L

SNl b dky OV OSToT Inddd  J3TCaeT Aoy B Dl Sedlolde oo BaeoD sl

See you all in thek next mailing,
bye, s
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